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Divine Puzzles 

Text: Matthew 6:33 ( -Jerusalem : 3ible) M 3et your hearts on His kingdom first 
and on TT is righteousness, and all these other things will he given you as veil » 

s morning we are going to depart from the usual type of sermon. 
The first part of the sermon will he involved with short biography of my life, 
ny reason for this is twofold, whenever a new pastor cones to a congregation, 
people usually want to know about him. They wonder where he comexfrom and all 
-hoi.it him, so this should answer istions in this respect. Ky second reason 
is to show what has molded my thinking and my "beliefs and to give you an insight 
into just what it is that has brought me to he here as your pastor. 

fit 

»***» story begins on a day in April of 1929 in Pittsburgh pennsyl- 

vania. I was the last, of five children. Four boys and one girl. I suppose we 
could, say that 1 'was raised in a lower $Hm middle class family. My father 
never held a steady job from 19 29 to 1936, so we knew what the depression was 
rll about. I started Sunday school in my home church of at Paul's on Pittsburgh^ 

north side at the age of ten. My mother is aavery religious woman and my father 

we could say was semi religious, so I h fairly good background of the Bible 
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and the essence of religion^ I had a deep interest in the Bible and of religion 

so much so^that I excelled as the best student of fifteen in my confirmation 
,_ class. In those days we had what was dalled question Sunday and the confirmands 
had to answer questions put to them In front of their parents and members cf the 
congregation. The pastor proposed that one member of the class be selected to 
represent the class and they selected me. But this idea fell through as the -cas- 
tor thought it best that c or girl answer for themselves. This is one 
point in my life where I feel a little guidance from my pastor could have started 
me In the direction of the ministry much sooner. I believe very strongly that 

oung men are lost to the ministry because of an indifference from pastors 
toward young men who fire religiously inclined. As a result I have resolved to 
try to help rny young boys who perhaps cho:: an inclination toward the ministry. 
But as a result of not knowing the proper subjects tc take in school and not 
having the guidance or the motivation to further my education I graduated from 
school, just taking what was absolutely essential to get through, I went to 
work in s Catholic book store owned by one of - 5 "hero. I was drafted into 

the army and/^iad several experiences that had a very definite effect on my life. 
First of all when I graduated from basic training my training company was divided 
as to where we were sent. From the letter A to the letter J went to Alaska and 
V_from the letter K to the letter Z went tc Korea. This was in 1951 when the Korean 
war was on. Because I had made high grades on my tests i had the option to go 
to leadership training school whlcl t six weeks course and so i elected to 



do this.. but before l did this I also knew that it automatically made the an 
eligible for a ticket str :. it to Korea with no nice trips in between** This was 
on my mind the entire six weeks and when I graduated from this course, we had 
several days in which to get all our gear in order an ■ o home for 

""two weeks, and the::, went to Seattle for the trip overseas. It was during these 
reral days of getting things in order before coning home that the awareness 
of the gravity oy. the situation in Korea really struck me. I was worried about 
it because l knew there was a rood possibility that I might not come bock home 
again. It is the some situation many of you men Pore ""reed in World tfar II end 
what the young men ore facing in Viet Pom today, it bothered me so much that I 
cic not sleep too well and I thought about it constantly. The night before I 
came gome on furlough I hod e very fitful nights sleep until about three o' clock 
in the morning. 1 awakened somwwhat stairfcled as though somone had shaken me to 

: use me. The barracks wore completely quiet except for the heavy breath: 
of some men and the snoring of others. When I awoke I heard a voice as clear 
one as direct as I have ever heard. All the voice said was, M Everythin{ is 
to be alright. " I called out but no ore answered. All was rwiet. The only thing 
I con say is that it was a pi rt ' Ian* I dc not knot; whther it was '" 

or wkrt It was n< - her If nkl; . the origin or the meaning 

of it. All I do know is that from then on my outlook became clearer and I never 
had the fear or the wo: out my coming trek alive again. My fears were allayed 

_^to the extent that 1 come home on furlough ■: : Tied my sweet he ,r J of thrc 

p, ars ' '-"-"■"- ' ' 'ful dayi ith ! be: e ! ving fcr f? 

it was a" 1 so while A was in ^orea that _ knew my rather was watching 
over me end that a e must hav e had a prpose for my life, un three separate oc- 
casions ± narrowly missed being hit by bullets anc shrapnel. _o was these oc- 
casions that made me very keenly aware that ± could have been killed just as 
easily as x was snared, it mace me begin to look at life more closely end wonder 
about the purpose of it. i talked to several of the ehaplains bbout the ministry 
but they were of no help, /hen I returned home 7" wastrel eased from the service 
and went in business with my brother. This lasted about a year and we parted. 
It was here that i decoded to enter the ministry, I applied at the university of 
Pittsburgh and was accepted, i was to start in September. But at the end of 
August we learned Shirley was pregnant and we both felt it would be too much of 
a hardship for me to go to school and work and so we decided to let this pass. 
I worked as a grocery store clerk and then was employed by my brother in his 
ceramic tile business and then went to work as a stationary engineer in an office 
building in Pittsburgh, It was here that x had another experience that changed 

my life, at the time we had debts and illness and things were at their worst. 
'Everything we seemed to do went wrong and we were both disgusted and frustrated. 
I was working 4 to 12 and this particular day when I was driving into rittsburgh 
from Butler, my mind began to focus on the fact that I hod to do something to 



get us off dead center. A picture came Into my mind of a group of catholic 
men who were being ordained into the priesthood. They were lying face down before 
the altar as they took their vows. ± had seen this picture in Life or Look sev- 
< eral months before and somehow i felt x had to do something similar. That night 
'"or rather x should say morning at 1 o'clock in the morning when I arrived home, 
I threw myself on the living room floor and with my nose buried in the carpet I 
a rayed that vxod should use me as He wanted. My prayer was something like, "Dear 
God here ± am, I have made a mess of ny life and I have found I cannot live It 
alone. ISXMKCaEvXdl^I^MXKMSXKiiiXSMgmMMC'iaSKErSfyJSS Take my life and make 
of it w&xfc - ou wil1 but x want to 1 ° e yo^rs." And strangely enough my life has 
never been the same since. Our situation began to change and we began to see life 
In a much different light. Of course we still had our debts and our frustrations,, 
and the other things of life, but somehow things were not quite the same. Somehow 

the things that loomed so large were not that important anymore and we found 
that God had more of a place in our lives. Shortly after this my brother gave 
up his business and I took it over and ran it as my own. While we were going- 
through this frustrating time we were still members of a church. In fact we had 
joined the .rresbyterlan church in the neighborhood when we moved from Pittsburgh 
to Butler. So it was not that we were without religion. But shortly after this t 
the Lay Ministry program csme Into being in our conference. In order to become a 
-)art of it we joined a United Church of Christ nearby and I began a course of 
study and service. During my course of study I became the Lay Minister of a two 
church charge very similar to this one. I gave my weekends to this ministry and 
some of my evenings and whatever time I could give. The entire family entered 
Into this too I should add., It was when they had been able to get a pastor and 

my two years of service were coming to an end that I discovered that the ministry 
was where I belonged and where 1 wanted, to be. I think I only found myself, while 
serving God in this capacity*/] -his then is the brief story of why I am here ana 
what my feelings and my thinking are. If you will forgive my comparison with 
Kartin Luther when I say that I feel es he must of felt when he stood before the 
Council of Worms and when asked to recant he said, "Here I stand, I can do no 
else, so help me Goo.. " <_,_-,.„ fL ., A ,~ 

Xow what I have been trying to say is not merely a relating of my 
life, but a demonstration to you that I firmly believe that God still works to- 
day in the lives of common ordinary people. T ;/hen I read in the Bible where men 
heard the voice of God I believe it. Because I believe that He spoke to me once 
and T : T e spoke in other ways too. When I read where a religious man such as David 
'-—slipped and actually scraped bottom In his sins I can believe this, because I 
know that i was a steady church goer and yet my life was not what it should have 
been, .md so A have been trying to point out that if we each look at our lives 



could compare them to a snraph such as business does. ,e could pee tha J - thev 
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reach*! a certain peak and the-:: wo * »t Into a valley and so on dovn the year . 

hit highs and lows. At tines we are close to the mark and at others we are far 
away. But as ± look Vack I can see where each experience and each event in my 
v_ 'life has sort of fit Into a certain spot. It is something like a large jigsaw 
puzzle/ and God is working it, he has ail the pieces and as we live the life He 
fits them all into place, 1 think sometimes that perhaps I may have entered the 
ministry as a much younger man, and yet I feel that at that point I .was not 
mature enough.. I believe that each day almost has been a part of God's numose 
for me. I also believe that ecch one of us fits into this nuzzle somewhere and 

somehow and we must keep on searching and keep on striving until we find our 
nlaces in the divine puzzle.. £ J* * > r /Jf^'^' t-^ ,£* ~ ' ^ T - * " /A 
Many times I have sung! whistled and repaeted to myself the hymn 
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we will close with this morning. To me It has a special significance because I 
litterally believe it to be true. 

"He leadteth me blessed thought, words with heavenly comfort fraughtJ 
Whate'er I do , where'er I be, Still §is God's hand that leadeth me. 
lord I would clasp Thy hand in mine, Nor ever murmur not repine: Content whatever 
lot 1 see, since tls God's hand that leadeth me. 

i-ind when my task on earth is done, './hen by thy grace the victors won, B r en 
deaths cold frave I will not flee Since God through Jordan leadeth me. 
He leadeth me, Me leadeth me; by Pis own hand He leadeth me; His faithful follow- 
er I would be, for by His hand he leadeth me." 

Kay we each take the words of this beloved hymn to our hearts 
and may they be for each of a us our hymn of life as we live each day. i believe 
that God is still leading us and will continue to do so if we let Him. But we 

must surrender our lives to Him so that T T e can work His will in our lives and 
FIT uS *' rif^* 4 />-' tf/J £'ti-/Ajr s^zl/i. 

' n^y-^ff r-H^u nh mir -hr n rtn th i s d ny tn nn" - """" TTf< t -"' 1 1 s ,, Jesus set the example 

for us and He taught us to "Set your hearts on His kingdom first, and on His 
righteousness, and all these other things will be given you as well." This we 
must do first and then all things foil in place in this part of God's Divine 
puzzle. 



